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League, we must cany our minds back, and compare
Europe as it was when the League took its rise, with
Europe as it was when the League declined. The
Hansa made its appearance in history at a time when
barbarism, violence, religious fanaticism, political
and civil slavery, and dire intellectual darkness over-
spread the whole continent, when liberty and industry,
as we understand them, were unknown. The con-
stant and active communication kept up by the
cities of the Hansa, not only among themselves and
with all parts of Germany, but with the most distant
countries, awoke and kept alive the intelligence of the
people. To the Hanseatics, as to the Italians of the
same epoch, was reserved the honour of dispelling
the obscurity that reigned in the mental and material
world. The Hansa's glory only pales before that of
the rival Italian mercantile associations from the
fact that its energies were somewhat too exclusively
confined to money-getting. Had these communities
arisen in a period of literary culture, or among the
glorious relics of the art of a brighter age, these cities
would have presented several more salient points of
resemblance to the republics of Greece and Italy. It
cannot, however, be denied that in many of their
institutions they improved on the model set by the
Italian cities, and this more especially in all matters
relating to morality and rectitude. But they were
less grand and large in their policy than their Trans-
Alpine brethren, and unfortunately for themselves,
their commercial maxims were always narrow and
selfish. Monopoly was their watchword, their grand
aim. And it was largely in consequence of this